Eligibility Carryover
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Carryover refers to a child’s eligibility from the previous school year being carried over into the
current or new school year. A child’s eligibility from the previous school year (before July 1) carries
over for up to 30 operating days into the new school year or until a new eligibility determination is
made, whichever comes first. The 30 operating days begins on the first operating day of school.
Operating days are the days on which reimbursable meals or milk are provided by a school or
another program sponsor. Carryover applies to eligibility established through a household
application or through direct certification. Meals served during the carryover period are claimed at
the appropriate rate, depending on the individual child’s eligibility status from the previous school
year. Carryover allows children to continue receiving school meal benefits while families complete
and submit their application for the school to process.

When children from schools participating in a Special Provision (i.e., Provision 1, 2, or 3 or CEP)
move to a non-provision school, at the State agency’s discretion, you may carry over children’s
eligibility for free reimbursable meals for up to 30 operating days or until a new eligibility
determination is made
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